
Adult Record Sealing & Expungement Offense Eligibility 

Are the records in question records 

of A) Conviction or B) Findings of 

not guilty, dismissal of indictment/

information/complaint, or a grand 

jury no-bill? 

B) Not guilty/

dismissal/no bill 

A) Conviction 

Is the conviction one 

for which the person 

has received a pardon 

from the governor? 

Records of pardoned 

convictions can be 

sealed but not ex-

punged 

YES 

NO 

Is the offense an 

F1 or F2? YES 

F1s and F2s 

cannot be 

sealed or 

expunged 

NO 

Is the offense 

an F3? 

YES 

NO 

A maximum of two eligible 

F3s are sealable; an F3 is 

NOT sealable if the person 

has any other felony convic-

tions OR more than two 

misdemeanor convictions in 

addition to the F3. 

Is the offense a felony offense of violence*? 
2903.01, 2903.02, 2903.03, 2903.04, 2903.11, 2903.12, 2903.13, 
2903.15, 2903.18, 2903.21, 2903.211, 2903.22, 2903.34, 2905.01, 
2905.11, 2905.32, 2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.05, 2909.02, 2909.03, 
2909.24, 2911.01, 2911.02, 2911.11, 2911.12, 2917.01, 2917.02, 
2917.03, 2917.31, 2919.22, 2919.25, 2921.03, 2921.04, 2921.34, 
2923.161 

*Note that “offense of violence” includes attempt/

conspiracy/complicity for the above offenses 

Felony offens-

es of violence 

cannot be 

sealed or ex-

punged 

YES 

NO—Continued on next page 

The following are eligible to 

be sealed but not expunged: 

• Violations of Chapters 4506, 
4507, 4511, or 4549 

• Felony offenses of violence that 
are not sexually motivated 

• Sexually oriented offenses sub-
ject to SORN requirements 

• Offenses (other than non-
support) involving a victim un-
der age 13 

• F1 or F2 domestic violence 
• Violating a protection order 
• F3 offense if the person has any 

other felony conviction OR more 
than two misdemeanor convic-
tions in addition to the  F3 

All other offenses are eligible to 

be sealed OR expunged. 
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Is the offense an 

offense of domestic 

violence (2919.25)? 

YES (M1/M2) 
M1/M2 offenses 

of DV cannot be 

sealed or ex-

punged 

YES (M3/M4) 

M3/M4 offenses 

of DV can be 

sealed but not 

expunged 

NO 

Is the offense a sexually oriented 

offense subject to SORN require-

ments? 

2907.02, 2907.03, 2907.04*, 2907.05, 

2907.06, 2907.07, 2907.08, 2907.21, 

2907.22, 2907.32, 2907.321, 2907.322, 

2907.323 

 

*Note that not all forms of 2907.04 are 

considered “sexually oriented.” See R.C. 

2950.01(A)(2) & (3) 

YES  

Sexually oriented 

offenses subject 

to SORN are not 

eligible for seal-

ing or expunge-

ment 

NO 

Is the offense a misdemeanor offense 

of 2903.04 (Involuntary Manslaughter 

while Committing a Misdemeanor); a 

misdemeanor offense of 2905.03 

(Unlawful Restraint); or a felony or 

misdemeanor offense of 2905.05 

(Child Enticement)? 

YES  
Was the offense 

committed with a 
sexual motivation? 

Offenses com-

mitted with a sex-

ual motivation 

cannot be sealed 

or expunged 

YES  

Offense is eligible 

for sealing or ex-

pungement 

NO 

NO—Continued on next page 
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Is the offense a violation of 

2919.22 (Endangering Chil-

dren), 2907.09 (Public Indecen-

cy)., or 2905.05 (Child Entice-

ment)? 

YES  Did the offense involve a minor 

in an obscene performance or 

involve exposing sex organs for 

sexual arousal? 

YES  

These are sexual-

ly oriented 

offenses and can-

not be sealed or 

expunged 

NO 

Does the offense 

have a victim under 

age 13? 

NO 

YES  Is the offense a viola-

tion of 2919.21 (non-

support)? 

NO 

These are sexual-

ly oriented 

offenses and can-

not be sealed or 

expunged 

Offenses with 

victims <13 years 

old cannot be 

sealed or ex-

punged 

YES  

Violations of 

2919.21 are eligible 

for sealing/

expungement re-

gardless of victim 

age 

Is the offense a viola-

tion of 2919.21 (non-

support)? 

YES  

NO 

NO 

Is the offense a traffic 

offense or a violation 

of 2921.41 (Theft in 

Office)? 

NO 

Traffic offenses 

and theft in office 

cannot be sealed 

or expunged 

YES 

Is the offense a viola-

tion of 2919.27 

(Violating a Protec-

tion Order)? 

NO 

Offense is eligi-

ble for sealing 

and/or expunge-

ment 

YES  Violating a protection 

order can be sealed 

but not expunged. 
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